
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S7307 October 8, 2013 
want to go back, often to a past that 
never existed, or to a time that has no 
relation to our time. Too often, their 
politics embrace old interests that will 
not drive us forward to an economy 
that is creating jobs and raising wages. 

Our founding principles should not 
change. I agree with that. But our 
practices and methods must change to 
become relevant. These two parties, or 
three with the tea party, have to es-
cape their orthodoxies for this to be 
possible. Efforts to maintain the status 
quo or to return to some mythical past 
are doomed to fail. That is simply be-
cause time and the tides of human af-
fairs will not stand still. We do not 
control history and cannot dictate to 
it. Change is the one constant. How we 
attempt to shape it to our purposes, by 
creative, imaginative public policies 
will determine whether we can preserve 
the best of our past, our principles, our 
heritage, and our values. 

Those who seek to protect our Nation 
against change by sitting on the beach 
before a massive incoming tide with 
shovel in hand will be swept away as 
surely as King Canute. As I mentioned 
earlier, anyone who believes their or-
thodoxy or their ideological orienta-
tion prepared them for the Arab spring 
or made us safer is deluded. Our job 
must be to create a shared under-
standing of the facts when we work in 
a town that is arranged to obscure 
them. 

Despite the desires of nostalgia, we 
are not going back to the laissez faire 
world of Herbert Hoover. Social safety 
nets are here to stay to protect chil-
dren, the elderly, the poor, the dis-
abled, and to protect our ability to call 
ourselves a civilized nation. But even 
they will have to be changed if they are 
going to survive for the next genera-
tion of Americans. 

The revolution of globalization and 
information has transformed the 
world’s economy and cultures and soci-
eties all across the globe, including 
here in the United States. These revo-
lutions, like the Industrial Revolution 
before them, cannot be stopped. It is up 
to us to decide whether we can accept 
this new reality and position our coun-
try to lead, as it has since our found-
ing, or whether we shrink into an 
imaginary conception of what the 
world once was and what the United 
States once was. 

With all of this change and pace of 
globalization comes fear of the future 
and a sense of loss of what once was. 
That is human nature. I do not exempt 
myself from that. At a time of uncer-
tainty, it has become fashionable in 
some political circles to capitalize on 
it politically. This kind of dema-
goguery is not unknown in American 
history. Anytime Americans become 
fearful or worried, there have always 
been those who saw personal advantage 
in fanning those flames. But they do 
not join an honor roll of history, an as-
sembly of our greatest leaders. Media 
attention, which is easy and cheap, is 
not a measure of leadership. Division 
does not require moral authority. 

If we are at another of history’s turn-
ing points, as many believe, as I be-
lieve, one road leads to the worst of our 
past. The other leads to a new defini-
tion of our freedoms. We treasure the 
freedoms incorporated in the First 
Amendment to our Constitution. 

We remember at the height of the 
Great Depression that Franklin Roo-
sevelt declared four new freedoms: 
Freedom of speech and worship and 
freedom from want and fear. Today, in 
the middle of what one might charac-
terize as a political depression, let’s 
consider some new freedoms for the 
21st century: Freedom from foreign oil; 
freedom from false patriotism; freedom 
from the politics of division; freedom 
to create a constructive future; and, 
yes, freedom from unconstitutional 
government surveillance. 

We have duties to perform far greater 
than merely funding the government. 
Just ask any poor child or her teacher 
in a typical American school. The good 
news is that fear has never and will not 
now dictate the fate of our Republic. 
History’s dustbin is filled with failed 
demagogues. And we are not going 
back. But we need to hurry. The world 
is not waiting for us. 

Americans want us to move forward 
into the 21st century with the imagina-
tion, creativity, adaptability, and val-
ues that have made this country so 
great from its founding. The stakes are 
simply too high in our time to allow 
our institutions to be crippled by poli-
ticians who color far outside the lines 
of conventional American political 
thought and who react with angry and 
mock surprise when their policy objec-
tives are not achieved. 

It is time to close this sorry chapter 
in the history of the Congress, reopen 
our government, preserve the full faith 
and credit of the United States, and 
work together as Senators from the 
various States on the people’s business. 
I suspect that is why most of us wanted 
to serve to begin with. 

Madam President, I yield the floor 
and I suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 

that the Senate proceed to a period of 
morning business with Senators per-
mitted to speak for up to 10 minutes 
each during that period of time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

HONORING DR. PAUL R. RAO 
∑ Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. 
Madam President, today I wish to 

honor an outstanding gentleman and 
friend, the man who guided me through 
years of speech recovery. Dr. Paul R. 
Rao, a recognized leader in his field of 
speech-language pathology, will retire 
from his work as vice president of Inpa-
tient Operations at the National Reha-
bilitation Hospital, NRH, on October 
17, 2013, his 67th birthday and 43rd wed-
ding anniversary. 

Dr. Rao began his professional career 
more than 32 years ago at MedStar 
Health and skillfully guided the devel-
opment of the new speech and language 
department when MedStar opened the 
National Rehabilitation Hospital in 
Washington, DC, 27 years ago. 

I met Dr. Rao when I entered NRH in 
February 2007, following an AVM and a 
month in intensive care. Over the 
months he became more than a thera-
pist for me, he was a friend and a 
coach. When I returned to South Da-
kota in August of that year, Dr. Rao 
took his own time to join me as I 
greeted the people of South Dakota for 
the first time since the AVM. I contin-
ued to work with Dr. Rao in outpatient 
therapy, despite his demanding sched-
ule as a vice-president for NRH, for an-
other 3 years. I have been told that we 
were truly the odd couple, he the ebul-
lient, loquacious Italian and I the 
stoic, reticent Norwegian. 

He is widely recognized for his profes-
sional skills and is a sought after pub-
lic speaker. Among his honors is the 
Clinical Achievement Award by the 
American Speech-Language Hearing 
Foundation that he received not once 
but twice, in 1989 and 2001. The DC As-
sociation for Healthcare Quality con-
ferred on Dr. Rao the Janis Willis An-
nual Award for Educational Excellence 
in 2001 and the Beth Lang Award for 
Outstanding Leadership in 2003. 

In addition, he is a national leader in 
medical rehabilitation, serving as 
president of the American Speech and 
Hearing Association, and as fellow of 
the American College of Healthcare 
Executives. 

Dr. Rao is the editor of Managing 
Stroke: A Guide to Living Well After 
Stroke published in 2000 and the lead 
editor for the second edition of this 
text in 2009. 

He has made invaluable contribu-
tions to MedStar’s National Rehabili-
tation Network and was recognized for 
his leadership as steward of the patient 
safety journey when he was awarded 
the National Rehabilitation Hospital’s 
John W. Goldschmidt Award for Excel-
lence in Rehabilitation. 

I am pleased to take this opportunity 
to thank Paul for sharing his talents 
with me. I wish him and Martina a 
wonderful retirement.∑ 
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MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
At 10:02 a.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following joint resolution, in which 
it requests the concurrence of the Sen-
ate: 
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